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Dear colleagues, dear Romanian friends,

Our 22nd INEPS Congress in Bucharest is a reality. (1)
Crossing lands, seas (2) and the sky, we managed to gather here, in Bucharest, in spite of the economic crisis and the dusty air from the volcano ashes (3).

Our Romanian colleagues created the conditions to make our works fruitful and our stay pleasant and I want to thank them from my heart especially Dana and Mirela with whom we had a very good communication and productive cooperation (4).

The topic of the Congress “Building bridges over troubled waters” (5) made me create a lot of images. I would like to attend you a message hoping to create answers to the already existing questions to be discussed during the workshops and plenaries of this Congress.

We are crossing troubled waters in our social and professional life and our boats (schools) (6) are not strong enough to carry the precious cargo (students) (7) that we have the responsibility to deliver to the coast of work and good life (8).

We need new boats (9), fast and safe. We need well equipped, qualified with updated knowledge and methods captains, mechanics, sailors. We need modern navigation systems but above all we need clear, visible destinations on solid, fertile grounds (10). 

We are crossing troubled waters and we don’t have other options than to CROSS THEM. We can do it with many ways. Either by fixing our boats (11), by building bridges (12) over the troubled waters or, maybe you have some other ideas (13).

INEPS offers the opportunity to those educators, teachers, social workers, youth workers, politicians, administrators in educational fields – who are searching for another way to reach the fertile grounds – to get closer to their vision.

Productive Learning paths which have been built in the USA and Europe for over 20 years, show the way. The accumulated experience of Institutions like IPLE (Germany), IDAP (Catalonia – Spain), OPEKO and OMAURA (Finland) and other organizations, schools, educational agencies, will be presented in this Congress. “Strong boats” will show us the way how to repair and rebuilt the old ones. Gifted and charismatic captains, mechanics and sailors will motivate us to lead, encourage, and train our cargo.

Productive engineers and talented architects will help us to build safe and strong bridges to connect our lands with the fertile soil.

And still there will be people with eager ears to hear and inspire us to take a further step in our local reality.

In a warm and friendly atmosphere, newcomers and “old sea wolves” will be mixed in this well organized by our Romanian good colleagues Congress to create individual and flexible paths within general education. 

Productive Learning methods will be developed improving general skills needed by teachers and students in personal and working life.
The AC has the ambition to make this Congress an important landmark in the history of INEPS by proving to politicians and decision makers that in these difficult moments for the whole world, we are here, active, ready to correspond to the social needs, responsible in our roles.

Without ignoring the risks, we unify our efforts in a common plan by giving with trust the leadership to those who have the “know-how” and by taking each one of us a piece of responsibility. 
We are here, people from Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Moldavia, the Netherlands, Romania, Sweden, USA. We are a pretty good mission to spread the messages (14) of this Congress to our schools, local communities, our countries. We can become ambassadors (15) of Productive Learning if we manage to believe in it as an important tool to a better personal and working life for us, our kids and our students.

Let’s continue the dialogue among us for the whole year after this Congress without being devastated and retired by the economic crisis. We renew our rendezvous next year in Patras – Greece and 2012 in Berlin.

Hopefully we will try to organize an INEPS Youth Congress meanwhile.

I wish you all good health and productivity in your efforts.

Angela Passa

President of INEPS 
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Building bridges over troubled waters – 


Productive Learning improving general skills needed in personal and working life


How to create individual and flexible paths within general education, from secondary schools to vocational education, to the world of work, to good life!
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