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Creation
 of an experimental High school/Boarding school of Excellence
 « New Opportunity »

in Seine -Saint-Denis
FRANCE
Goals:

Creating an experimental high school in Seine- Saint-Denis aimed at dropout students who are willing to graduate and carry on higher studies.

Designing that high school with a boarding-school so as to propose a temporary or long-term accomodation for pupils having social and/or family problems.

Thinking up that lycée as a place of experimentation, application,  training, of spreading of concepts and of innovative, educational and teaching methods.

Designing that lycée as a both national and international research and resources center linked with French universities, with the IPLE ( Institute for Productive Learning in Europe) and with the INEPS ( International Network of Productive Learning Projects and Schools).

The factors that justify such a project:

Every year, a significant number of high school students prevented from completing their high school course, is spotted:

-Social and lingering or temporary family problems:

Family pains, bereavements, financial problems, unemployment...the interruption of one's studies because of pregnancy...are as many reasons which lead to breaks and seriously disrupt education.

When social measures are set up, it is often to the disadvantage of a coherent pursue of studies.

-Lack of self-confidence, depreciation:

During the hard teenage years, often characterized by differences, even great oppositions of cultural nature between the children and their parents, some pupils lack an educational environment and a psychological approach adapted and compatible with their schooling.The common educational approach imposes pressures which can enhance the feeling of being overwhelmed by the combination of difficulties and failures.

- Problem to adapt the traditional school system:
Many pupils, specifically those who come from a family background where school remains a distant and selective institutional body, hardly stand an educational approach inadequately personalized and tailored to suit individuals.

- Guidance within the school system:

The school system doesn't give room enough to the atypical school careers.That is especially true for the pupils who were steered towards technical colleges by default and realize their motivation for general education courses.

Solutions are available but they are not always coordinated:
For about twenty years, the State Education has been making the implementation of plans of action thanks to which professionals have developed innovative skills easier: new opportunities plans of action of the Seine-Saint-Denis and experimental lycées such as the microlycée (small -sized high school), the Lycée intégral of Paris, L.A.P...These initiatives have managed to keep their experimental dynamics while lasting in time.They show that there are educational answers and that they give significant results which have been the subject of various assessments.They produce effects able to totally transform the pupils who look for a second opportunity to carry on their training path and the teachers who question their methods and the evolution of their mission.

Based on creativity, on the respect towards people and on the complementarity of skills, they favoured the weaving of a network of supportive partners, at School and in the City, specifically in the fields of sport, culture and arts.

Yet, these actions are still unknown and not enough acknowledged to fully play their role as a power of propositions and participate in the evolution of the whole system.

On the same pattern, the national and international researches in the field of the Sciences of Education provide huge theoretical and practical resources but are slightly integrated into the early and continuous teachers'training and into the school'projects.

Between principles of pleasure and principles of reality, new mental architectures are to be invented

which, only may allow the transformation of the educational and educative built-up, symbolical and made come true.As it is acknowledged by the boarding-school of Sourdun.

A Lycée to be built, its golden section: the inclusion

Creating a traditional/experimental lycée.

That lycée would have a boarding-school able to welcome pupils, wether during their whole school years, or during shorter periods of time, within a psychological and education environment allowing the teenager to be totally taken responsability for. That place could also be a place for exchanges aimed at professionals from various backgrounds who could coordinate responsabilities, proposing an answer adapted to complicated situations, or even to the quite common deep discontentment of teenagers.

The teachers, recruited on their motivation and on a position based on previous experiences, would be either teachers and researchers, or training teachers, able to guide the pupils towards the mastering of the teaching syllabus, thanks to cyclically assessed methods within the scope of experimentation and innovation. They would enjoy the support of academics and of the Inspectorate.

That lycée would be a centre of resources, training and spreading, likely to disseminate the spotted innovative approaches, organizing training periods and seminars within traditional lycées.

Including the experimental dimension into a traditional identity:

The experimental dimension:

Temporary accomodation places could be kept for students who are at odds, going in the lycées of the department for them to benefit from an adapted support without disturbing the progression of their school years.

The high school students could be recruited among high school dropouts, from the local regional education authority, possibly from the neighbouring regional education authorities, in a boarding-school or in a day school, but they could also come from more distant regional education authorities.

The traditional identity:

The lycée would offer a district recruitment and a traditional organization in sinergy with the preventive educational methods of the school dropping out, worked out within the experimental structure.

A potential place

The building of a lycée in the former premises of the “grande ecole” for training of teachers, in the town Le Bourget, is scheduled for the start of the 2011 school year. That spot could be the area where to build the experimental lycee. Organized forces of the state education along with the partners of the territorial authorities are already involved in this ambitious building site and take up the challenge to carry it through.

Thanks to its setting up in the Paris area and its new conception, that lycée would offer a researching and meeting place with both a national and international influence.It would enable innovative educational methods, that the department of Seine-Saint-Denis and the Creteil regional education authority commit themselves to promote within the scope of the regional education authority syllabus, to be known and spread.

Finally, it would put into perspective a school of the 21st century which mission would be « to train

producers of creative and collaborative knowledge » (cf.Taddei report- 2009-OECD)
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